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New look websites 


Watch out for the new look website for Leys News at 


About Leys News 


Leys News Ltd is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole 
community. Leys News is not affiliated to any political 
party. 

Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

Office phone/fax: 01865 711756 

Mobile: 07710 588349 

Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 

Ads and picture email: leysnews@graffiti.net 
Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who's who? 


Board of Directors: Molly Florey (Chair), Penny Wood 
(Secretary), Elizabeth Naluwooza, Chuma Nwokolo, 
Remi Omokorende, Roy Simmonds, Wendy Spray and 
Peter Stevenson. 


Editorial committee this issue: Molly Florey, Julian 


Dourado, Tony Isle, Jing Li, Chuma Nwokolo, Jo 
Stannard, Jennie Travis. 


Editor: Etain O'Carroll 
Editorial Assistant: Jo Stannard 
Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 


Website development: Julian Dourado, Jo Rosa, Julia 
Sutton 


Volunteers and contributors: Anna Bartlett, Robert 
Evans, Julian Dourado, Tony Isle, Stuart Mabbutt, Roy 
Simmonds, Jennie Travis. 


Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance 
from: Oxford City Council, Ealing Family Housing 
Association, Oxford Citizens Housing Association, 
Cherwell Housing Association, Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council and support in kind from: Newsquest 
(Oxfordshire) Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
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Been let down with 
your leaflet 
distribution? 


We can help. 


Call the leaflet sales team 
on (01865) 425349 or 
(01865) 425371 


Visit our website at 
www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/leaflets 


www.leysnews.co.uk. 


The new website has been designed by Julian 
Dourado and will be maintained by Julia Sutton, both 
have kindly volunteered to help Leys News keep up to 


date on the internet. 


The new website will be more dynamic than our 
current one, with the front page changing regularly so 
that news on the site is fresher and local events can 
be posted at more regular intervals. 

The site also includes a discussion board and all 


the useful information contained in Leys News about 
weekly community events, useful phone numbers, 
your elected representatives etc. 

If you have any news, stories or gossip for the 
paper or website just give us a call on 711756. 

The community website www.blackbirdleys.com 
is also updating and changing regularly and needs 
people to get involved. If you have an idea for a page 
or have suggestions or opinions about the site just log 


on and have your say. 


Weekend return 


A unique new scheme addressing the safety of children and teenagers is about to be launched in the South East. 


Weekend Return is a 
subscription funded tele- 
phone helpline focussed 
on taking teenagers and 
older children out of 
dangerous situations 
when they arise and 
getting them home or to 
safety. 

The concept is born 
from a realisation that 
young people often place 
themselves into danger, 
generally without their 
parents' permission or 
knowledge and driven by 
peer pressure, poor 
judgement or simply by 
their own will. 

There is an almost 
endless list of examples 
such as attending raves or 
nightclubs, arranging 
sexual encounters, meet- 
ing strangers off the 
internet, or simply by 
getting lost, losing their 
money or missing a last 
bus or train. In this day 
and age, any of these 
situations could easily 
develop to become far 
more dangerous, even 
leading to serious 
physical attacks and 
fatalities. 


Conflicts between 
children, who strive to be 
treated as adults, and 
their parents desperately 
trying to keep their 
children safe, have 
become an accepted part 
of family life. 

However, if we also 
accept that youths will 
rebel against authority 
another approach must be 
developed that meets each 
party half way, leaving 
the youth with a feeling of 
independence, and the 
parent with peace of 
mind. 

Members of the 
scheme receive a plastic 
membership card carry- 
ing their account number 
and the Weekend Return 
free-phone helpline num- 
ber, through which 
members can gain access 
to the call centre. There 
the call centre team is 
constantly armed with 
local knowledge, up to 
date public transport 
information and emer- 
gency contact names and 
numbers supplied by 
parents. The membership 
card also serves as a 


valuable identification 
tool for the emergency 
services. 

Through arrange- 
ments with local taxi 
firms, parents have the 
option of leaving instruct- 
ions for Weekend Return 
to arrange taxis to collect 
their children if no other 
safe means of transport is 
available. Additionally 
parents have the option of 
giving their children 
Distress Fare vouchers, 
which can be exchanged 
in place of fares with 
participating rail and bus 
companies should a 
member find himself or 
herself with no money. 

Matthew Bonner, 
spokesperson for the 
scheme says 'We recog- 
nised early on that the 
solution lay in developing 
a scheme that both 
parents and their children 
would benefit from and 
welcome. Any solution 
that restricted the 
movements of children 
and teenagers would only 
serve to alienate them. 
Only one with the 
potential to increase their 


freedom would be 
successfully embraced. 
The whole ethos of 


Weekend Return is to 
recognise that youths will 
inevitably endanger 
themselves, often more so 
when they are told they 
cannot go somewhere or 
do something. By offering 
them a means to get out of 
trouble when and where 
they decide they need us, 
we gain and maintain 
their trust and are 
therefore called upon 
again and again.' 

Annual membership 
to Weekend Return costs 
£29.99 per child and a 
percentage of any profits 
are available to relevant 
charities. A number of free 
memberships have been 
made available for 
underprivileged families. 

Application forms are 
available from Secondary 
Schools, online at www. 
weekendreturn.co.uk or 
by calling the 24 hour 
application hotline on 
01235 522483. The 
Weekend Return scheme 
is managed by Une, a not 
for profit organisation. 


Would you like a copy of a 
photo from Leys News? 


Order a 6”x8” print for just £6. 


Other sizes available on request. Colour 


or black and white. 
Call 711756 for more details. 
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Out in early August 
Copy & ad 
deadline: 


Wed.7th July. 


Leys News Drop-in 


digital photography 
image manipulation 


desktop publishing 


editoral training 


Every Friday 
from 10.30-12.30. 


Come along and see what you can do! 


Tel: 01865 711756 


The way of St James 


Well known local resident and Community Outreach Worker, Sasha Vanderhyde, is making a 500-mile journey 
on foot through France and Spain to the pilgrimage site of Santiago de Compostela in north western Spain. 


Sasha set out on May 31st 
and intends to take five 
weeks to cover the 500- 
mile Camino Francés 
route from St Jean-Pied- 
de-Port in south western 
France to the pilgrim city 
of Santiago. 

Most people who walk 
the route are not 
experienced walkers and 
many have never 
attempted any long 
distance walking before. 
We asked Sasha why she 
has decided to go, 'I've 
never done anything like 
this before. I've only ever 
been out of the country 
for six days in my entire 
life. I'm a real homebody 
but | just read a book 
about it while | was in 
hospital and was inspired. 
After that it all just kind of 
happened.’ 

Sasha is planning to 


monasteries, inns and 


do some of the route, a 
two-week section, with a 
friend from Abingdon. 'My 
friend is training hard,’ 
said Sasha, ‘but I've only 
been walking to save 
money on bus fares! It's 
going to be a challenge 
and my biggest fear is 
having to come home 
after three days with my 
feet covered in blisters. I'd 
just like to get to Santiago 
in one piece and prove to 
myself | can do it.' 

The path follows an 
ancient Roman trade 
route, passing through 
towns and villages en 
route which provide 
shelter to the pilgrims. 
Many of the towns are 
rich in history, art and 
architecture. 

The refuges for 
pilgrims include old 


Atlantic Ocean 


Paris 


Vezelay 
Tours 


The pilgrimage routes. 


seminaries. 
Some are in 
grand old 
buildings and 
others in 
remote 
villages. 'I 
really like the 
idea of it 
being an 
ancient trail,' 
continues 
Sasha,' Just 
thinking about 
all those 
people who 
walked the 
route before 
you.’ 

Pilgrims 
have been 
taking this 
route on foot 
or on horses 
for over a thousand years 
- and some argue for even 
longer - as the destination 
point, Cape Finisterre, was 
once known as the end of 
the known world. In the 
eleventh and twelfth 
centuries over half a 
million people a year are 
said to have made the 
pilgrimage from different 
parts of Europe. 

In 1993 the route was 
recognised as a Unesco 
World Heritage Site and 
over the last 20 years 
there has been a great 
renewal of interest in the 
pilgrimage with 68,952 


Sasha in training before she left. 


pilgrims arriving in 2002. 
There are as many 
reasons for this revival as 
there are pilgrims. 

‘im really looking 
forward to the peace and 
quiet,’ continues Sasha 
‘being outdoors all day 
and not having to rush to 
work and have to be in 
certain places at particular 
times. | just really want to 
enjoy the experience as | 
go along.’ 

Leys News would like 
to wish Sasha the best of 
luck on her epic journey. 
Watch this space for an 
update on her trip. 


What lies in store for Leys buildings? 
Lottery money for Leisure Centre? 


Blackbird Leys is one of 
the most unhealthy areas 
in Oxfordshire with high 
levels of diabetes and 
heart disease causing 
concern for local doctors. 

In an effort to combat 
the rising health problems 
Oxford City Council has 
made an application to 
Sport England to help 
redevelop the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre and 
encourage more people to 


exercise regularly. 

If successful, the bid for 
£500,000 of Lottery money 
would be matched by the 
City Council and work 
would begin to extend and 
refurbish the leisure 
centre on Pegasus Road. 

It is hoped that better 
facilities, new equipment 
and extended fitness 
classes will lure people off 
their sofas and into the 
gym. Outdoor sports pit- 


ches would also be 
revamped and a separate 
community building with a 
dance studio and per- 
formance area would be 
created. As it is, doctors in 
the Leys are already pre- 
scribing exercise classes in 
addition to conventional 
prescriptions. 

The exercise pres- 
cription gives patients free 
access to fitness classes or 
gym sessions for six 


months. Doctors argue 
that regular exercise such 
as this in combination 
with reduced fat diets, low 
salt levels and giving up 
smoking can help to lower 
blood pressure without the 
need for medication. 
Unfortunately many peop- 
le are not willing to make 
the lifestyle changes 
necessary to improve their 
health. 


And what about the Health Centre? 


With a stony silence 
pervading from the 
Primary Care Trust on 
progress on the new 
health centre many 
residents are concerned 
about the fate of the old 
centre. 

Queries to the Area 
Health Committee as to its 
intended future use have 
been fawned off and no 
open discussion has taken 


place. The site itself is 
designated as community 
space and campaigners 
fear that that the site may 
be handed over to 
contractors once the move 
to the new centre has been 
completed. 'We're crying 
out for community office 
space and storage,' 
remarked Jim Hewitt of 
the Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union. 'The Advice Centre 


needs space to expand and 
the building really should 
be used as it was intended 
- for community groups. So 
far we've had no luck in 
our efforts to confirm that 
the building will remain as 
community space and 
there's been no 
consultation with local 
people about it. This needs 
to be addressed.' If you are 
concerned about losing 


community space in 
Blackbird Leys please join 
the fight to save it by 
lobbying the Area Health 
Committee and your MP. If 
local people don't speak 
out now a decision will 
likely be made without 
them. Go on, have your 
say. 

You can find contact 
details for your local coun- 
cillors and MP on page 15. 
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Congratulations 


Leys News 

would like to 
congratulate 
Becky Willis 
(Healthy Living 
Initiative) and 
Jasper Smith 
(former Leys News 
Director) on the 
birth of their twins 
Theo and Cara on 
Easter Sunday, 


April 11th. Best wishes from all at Leys News 
and good luck with getting into the new routine 
over the next few months. 


Support grows for 
youth programme 


The Leys Youth Programme has been awarded three 
grants to enable it to run more clubs and projects for 
children and young people. 


BBC Children in Need 
have awarded the project 
over £5,500 towards them 
continuing to employ 
Matt and Katie Gamble 
as youth workers. Oxford 
Citizens Housing Assoc- 
iation (OCHA) have 
offered to sponsor one of 
the football clubs run by 
the programme and a 
charitable trust in London 
have recently made an 
award of £15,000. 

The Youth Programme 
is a local charity which 
runs clubs and projects for 
the young people of 
Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys. One of the 
trustees, Richard 
Colbrook, said, "The 
awards are fantastic. 


We'll be able to continue 


to employ our youth 
workers and look at 
starting some new 


projects. We've just begun 
a new football club for 
junior boys (7 to 11s) ona 
Friday night which is very 
popular." The Youth 
Programme have also 
started a free Kidz Klub 
which runs once a month 
on a Saturday morning at 
Pegasus School for 5 to 11 
year olds. If you would 
like to know any more 
about the clubs and 
projects that are 
organised and how you or 
your children can join in 
then please feel free to 
phone Richard on (01865) 
714153. 


EMBS is an 


equal opportunities training 


organisation. Our courses are open to 


Business | everybody 


Service 


regardless of race, creed, 


colour, disability, gender or age. 


FREE Courses 
(Open to all) 


Business Counselling 
4 day Business Start-Up skills 


English - ESOL 


Basic Skills - Literacy 
Computer Training - beginners, 
intermediate, and advanced 


Computer Troubleshooting 
Créche Work 


Basic Book-keeping (evening) 
Desktop Publishing (evening) 


ICT (evening) 


LearnDirect - a range of flexible 
courses in computing, personal 
development and business skills 


To apply contact EMBS on 01865 794431 


Admin Office: 
3 Collins Street, Oxford, 
OX4 1XS 


fax: 727015 
email:srinivsans@btconnect.com 


Supported by Jobcentre 
Plus, European Social 
Fund, Learn Direct, 
Abingdon and Witney 
College. 
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May Day dancing at Cowley Centre 


On the 31st April, a group of 30 to 40 children from Pegasus Lower School volunteered to take part in the May Day tradition of Maypole dancing in Victorian era clothing. 


Photos and text by Anna Bartlett 


Two of the pupils performing the maypole dance. 


This is the third year that 
a large group of children 
from Pegasus Lower 
School have danced to 
raise funds for special 
projects. This year 30-40 
children took part in two 
dances, a maypole dance 
where ribbons are 
intertwined and plaited 
around a standing pole 
and the traditional Oxford 
Apprenticeship Stick 
Dance. 

An age-old tradition, 
maypole dancing is 
thought to be associated 
with the festival of Flora, 
the goddess of flowers. 
Festivals in her honour 
were held at the end of 
April or beginning of May 
to celebrate the coming of 
summer. The Maypole 
dance was popular in rural 
England well into the 
1800s. Today the children 


clothing to celebrate the 
tradition. 

The school's staff and 
parents all helped with the 
preparation for the event 
and stayed for the day 
helping the children 
change costumes and keep 
organised. A fantastic day 
was had by everyone and 
the children loved joining 
in with the singing. 
Pegasus Headmistress, 
Jill Hudson, feels it is 
important that the school 
should be the centre of the 
local community, "The 
stick dance used to be an 
old Oxford University 
tradition but we have been 
celebrating this tradition 
for three years and will 
continue to do so each 
year. We're not going to let 
the university have all the 
fun! It's a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for the community 


taking part in these 


traditions." 
All the money raised on 


the day will be used to 
fund and organise their 
next project - obtaining 


and learning to play steel 
drums. The teachers and 


pupils are looking for any 
people in the community 
who might be able to help 
the children learn how to 
play the steel drums or to 
offer any other help they 
can. 
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dress in Victorian era as well. It's such fun 


The Oxford Apprenticeship Stick Dance. 


Leys News needs volunteers 


Leys News is looking for volunteers to join its editorial committee and proof-reading groups. These groups meet 
for a couple of hours once every two months to discuss the content of the paper and to check proofs before the 


paper goes to print. No experience is needed and we'd love to have a few more people to help out. It’s your paper 


why not have a say on what goes into it? 


If you're interested in helping out in any way (we also need volunteers to take photos and write stories) just 


give us a call on 711756 - we'd love to hear from you. 


POST GCSE RESULTS - GUIDANCE DAY 
Wednesday 1 September 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Pathways 

Art & Design (Oxford & Banbury) 
Business & Social Sciences (Oxford) 
Humanities (Banbury) 

Information Technology (Oxford) 


Science (Oxford & Banbury) 
Youth, Community & Social Work (Oxford) 


The Access to Higher Education course is 
specifically designed for adults returning to 
Sie Wee you ipa orien hat to 
Higher Education Certificate that ls accepted by 
Universities for almost all courses. Students on an 
Accer course are supported throughout the 
programme to gain knowledge and acquire crucial 
skills In how to study successfully at University, 


Ostend Trip 


The IWCA Travel Club is planning a trip to Ostend, 
Belgium on Saturday 3rd of July. The trip will cost £24 per 
person. Contact 07733 274 324 if you're interested in 
travelling. 


Respect Festival 


On Saturday July 17th coaches from Oxford will go to 
London for a free anti-racist and multicultural festival in 
Victoria Park. 

The music and entertainment festival is a brilliant day 
out with music, dance and comedy stages, sports 
activities, food and bars, a children's play area, a wide 
variety of stalls, stands and displays, and campaigning 
information. 

For more information on the festival check out 
www.respectfestval.org.uk. For details of travel from 
Oxford contact Pat Green on 07946084520. 


Blackbird Leys Residents and 
Tenants Association 


The next meeting of the Blackbird Leys Residents and 
Tenants Association (formerly the Tenant's Forum) will be 
on Monday 14th June at 7pm at the Blackbird Leys 
Housing Office in Cuddesdon Way. 

The association is open to all residents of the older 
part of the estate, including home owners, and welcomes 
new members. If you have any concerns about the area 
go along and voice your opinions and suggestions. 
Residents of Greater Leys are welcome to join the Leys 
Residents Association. 


New Community Beat Officer 


The new Community Beat Officer for this area is Constable 
1698 Philip Morris. You can contact him on 0845 8505505 
or email:morris.philip@thames valley.pnn.police.uk. 

The new Sector Sergeant is 4183 Granville Williams. 
He can be contacted on the number above or by email: 
granville.williams@thamesvalley. pnn.police.uk. 

The Sector Inspector is 4305 Cecilia Agger. 


Tel: 01865 711756 
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Cowley Road Carnival 


The fourth Cowley Road Carnival is just round the corner so get out and ready to party. This year’s event promises to be bigger than ever with extra performance 
Space and new traffic restrictions in place. 


The fourth Cowley Road 
Carnival takes place on 
13th June 2004, between 
1 and 7pm. The main site 
for events will be Manzil 


There are lots of new 
events and attractions for 
this year's event which 
promises to be the best 
ever. There will be lots of 
colour to this year's 
festival with plenty of 
costumes, banners and 
stage decorations. There 
will also be more 
Caribbean music and 
flavour. 

This year there will be 


Gardens off Cowley Road. 


An aerial view of last 
year’s carnival. 
Photo by: Imran Mirza 


a stage in the Zodiac 
courtyard; a steel band on 
the main site; a stage on 
Jeune Street run by 
"peepshow ‘ Paddy and 
Aidan Larkin; acoustic 
sounds by Café Cocos; 
and a Temple Street 
busking and improv 
areas. Other activities 
include Bashment at the 
Hobglobin on Bullingdon 
Road featuring DJ sets 
from Kid Fury, Urban 
Passion Crew, Sir Sambo 
Sound, Beat Root and 
Arawak bringing the finest 
of reggae, hip-hop, R&B 
and dance hall to the 
streets of East Oxford. 

If you'd like to get 
involved the festival 
organisers are on the look 
out for musicians and 
performers (send a demo 
if possible); and people to 
make banners, stage 
decorations and 
costumes, take part in the 
procession and help with 
the closure of Cowley 
Road. You can also help 
out by becoming a 
steward (free training 
provided), helping to set 
up the site or sell 


programmes, fundraise or 
help with publicity. 

If you'd like to get 
involved contact Henrietta 
Gill on 200780, e-mail: 
Carnival@eastoxford.com 
or call into the office at 
East Oxford Action, SS 
Mary and John Church 
Hall, Cowley Road. 


Road Closures: 

This year the carnival is 
closing the whole length 
of Cowley Road from 
Southfield Road to the 
Plain to traffic, between 
8.30am and 7pm. Buses 
will run as usual until 
11.30am and afterwards 
along Iffley Road and 
Morell Avenue. There will 


The Oxford Drum 1 Troupe at last year ‘s carnival. 
Photo by: Al Cane 


be no access from side 
streets onto Cowley Road, 
(the car park at East 
Oxford Primary School 
will be available for 
disabled drivers). All other 
traffic will have to follow 
diversions. Parking on 
Iffley Road and Morrell 
Avenue will be restricted 
to keep traffic flowing for 
buses and emergency 
services. Parking on the 
Cowley Road itself will 
also be suspended. We 
need as much goodwill 
and co-operation as 
possible if we are to make 
this work, so as in 
previous years, we would 
like people to come on 
bus, foot or bicycle. 
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Bigger and better for 2004! 
13th June 1-7pm 


No cars on the road all day 
Come by bus to the James St stop on Iffley Road 


Line up inlcudes: 
Arawak 


passion Phat Chop 
sir Sambo Soung 
& Makating 


Plus kids activities, 
food village and lots on the street 


The Cowley Road Carnival is supported by Oxford, 
Swindon and Gloucester Coop, East Oxford Action, 
Arts Council England, Oxford City Council, 
Brookes University and NOF Funding. 
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Friday 16th July at 9.15 am 
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UkDads making 


Photo and text 
by Anna Bartlett 


Ukdads is a group formed 
to encourage dads, sons 
and daughters to come 
together on Saturdays 
between 1lam and 4pm to 
help them gain knowledge 
about personal develop- 
ment, self assertiveness, 
anger management and 
respecting others. 

They also gain support 
on dealing with conflicts, 
learn about the import- 
ance of exercising, safe sex 
and relationships, and 
learn business skills such 
as opening a bank account 
and learning to save 
money. The intention of 
this project is that all the 
knowledge the children 
and parents have learned 
will be used in everyday 
life, work and school. 

Everyone is welcome to 
come and join, it doesn't 
matter where you live - 
and mums are invited too! 
Ukdads are hoping to take 
the children away for a 
weekend, as well as 
expanding the group to 
Rosehill, Barton and East 


Oxford as soon as funds 
are available. Volunteers 
are always welcome and 
full support and training 
is given. They are also 
looking for other groups 
and people interested in 
dads and children to form 
a partnership. 


a 


This first group began 
in February and has 
proven very popular. It is 
hoped that the programme 
will be expanded and 
continued for other groups 
throughout the year. 

UKdads is celebrating 
Father’s Day on Saturday 


their mark 


me | 


The group with completed Mother's Day plates created as part of an art project. 


= 
RAN 


June 19th at the Barn 
with music, face-painting, 
arts and crafts, a bouncy 
castle and much more. For 
more information contact 
Carlton Gabbidon on 
07951 397744 or email 
ukdadsposse@yahoo.co.uk. 


Hot tip for lunch 


Stuck for lunch ideas? Forgot your sambos? Shapla 
Curry, a group run by Bangladeshi women volunteers 
has begun a new lunch drop-in at the Barn on Tuesdays 


from noon to 2pm. 


The group first got together at the East Oxford 
Community Centre and are now bringing their culinary 
skills to Blackbird Leys. Although run by Bangladeshi 
women everyone is welcome, especially those wishing to 
learn how to cook Asian food. 

Other activities will be provided depending on 
demand and they hope to offer créche facilities in the 


future. 


The menu alternates weekly and at £3.50 for adults 
and £2 for children is excellent value for curry with 
potatoes or rice, salad and a soft drink. You can eat in or 


take away. 


There will also be a craft session from 10am til noon 
for anyone interested. For more details please contact 
Shamsia on 01865 790490 or 07985 237378. 


In need of some pampering? 


Keep your diaries free for a women's health and pam- 
pering day on Sunday 22nd August run by the 
Community Against Drugs team. 

The event will take place at the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre between 10am and 2pm and is free and 
open to all women in the city. There will be a crèche pro- 
vided and lots of children's activities including face 
painting, football, sports and dance. For the ladies 
there'll be a virtual reality make over, aromatherapy 
henna tattooing, hair braiding, massage, palm reading 


and manicures. 


For more info contact the Community Against Drugs 


team on: 01865 402919 


BLITZ news... 


www. blackbirdleys.com 
your community online 


help 
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Blackbird Leys Information Technology Zone 


18 computer centres across Blackbird Leys 
Free use of computers and the internet 


Check out www. blackbirdleys com 


Opening soon! Young 


emails 


internet 
/ /computer courses 
games,scanning 
video making 

| digital photography 
| driving theory 
\ arts software 
\ ~ word processing 
iN family history 


people (over 12) wanted 
run it -If you're into computers ring Mike 
on 714492 to find out how to join in. 


Hub 


x web design 


a 


All levels of ability welcome 


Experienced staff and volunteers on hand to help those 
who have not used a computer before 
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Calling all young computer fans 


The youth IT hub at the Leys Linx Centre is almost complete but still needs a group 
of young people to get it organised and ready to open. 


A special room equipped 
with ten PCs is being set 
up in the Leys Linx 
Centre. Like the IT Hub 
next door, it will have open 
public access but will be 
tailored especially to 
young people aged 12 and 
up. 

There will be plenty of 
drop-in sessions and 
custom-made youth act- 
ivities such as learning to 
use music software. Tutors 


will be on hand to teach 
specific software but 
otherwise the centre will 
be run and managed by 
young people themselves. 
Mike Kelly, IT Hub 
Manager, is also involved 
in the Riverside Centre at 
Donnington Bridge (see 
p9), which is successfully 
managed by a group of 
young people, and sees the 
Youth IT Hub running in a 
similar way. 


The project is the first 
of its kind - a UK Youth 
Online Centre and hopes 
to open its doors later in 
June, with a big launch a 
month or so after that. 

Mike urgently needs 
some young people to get 
involved in organising and 
setting up the centre so 
that it can open for use. If 
you're aged 12 or over and 
interested in computers 
give him a ring on 714492. 


New Courses and taster sessions at the hub 


JUNE COURSES 
Advanced Internet Users 
This course looks at internet 
security, forced downoads, 
malicious codes on 
websites, pop-up windows, 
storing files on the internet, 
advanced search methods 
and how to find people on 
the net. Every Monday 
6-8pm for six weeks 
starting 7th June. 


Word Processing - 
Beginners to Intermediate 
This course will cover the 
basics of MS Word, how to 
insert text, change the look 
of text, printing and saving 
files to disk. Everything you 
need to know to create 
letters, documents and 
reports. Every Tuesday for 
six weeks starting 8th 
June. 


Beginners Course 

This course will cover the 
basics of computing - 
introducing MS Windows 
systems so the leanrer can 
use a computer to do 
various tasks. Every 
Wednesday 6-8pm for six 
weeks starting 9th June. 


There is a £3 fee for each 
course. Concessions apply 
and details are available on 
request. From the 1st of 
August all courses will cost 
£5 per person. 


FREE TASTER SESSIONS 
Email 

Learn to email friends and 
family close to you or 
abroad. You can also learn 
how to attach files and 
photos. Wednesday 23rd 
June 1-4pm 


Poster Making 

Making posters and 
effective publicity materials 
with fun text and pictures 
using Microsoft Publisher. 
Thursday 10th June 1-4pm 


Scanning 

Learn to scan photos, art- 
work and other documents, 
including tips on working 
with picture files and using 
Optical Character 
Recognition to scan text. 
Wednesday 16th June 
1-4pm 


Touch Typing 

This session will provide the 
learner with some basic 
pointers that will enable you 
to use a keyboard more 
effectively and pave the way 
to faster typing. Wednesday 
28th July 1-4pm. 


Tel: 01865 711756 
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Pathway helps holiday dream come true 


Proceeds from the Blackbird Bonanza have been used to award a £600 donation to nine-year-old Jake Spicer and his family for a much needed holiday in Butlins. 


Photos and text by Anna Bartlett 


Courageous Jake Spicer 
has been in and out of 
hospital a lot since he was 
diagnosed with a rare form 
of bone cancer and the 


= 
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for a trip to Butlins. 


A smiling Jake Spicer after receiving a £600 voucher 


tedious treatment has 
been taking its toll on both 
him and his family. With 
the help of a £600 donation 
from Pathway, Jake and 


his family were able to 
take a much needed 
holiday in Butlins. 

On April 2nd a formal 
presentation took place at 
the Pathway Workshop. 
The money was collected 
as part of the proceeds 
from the Blackbird Bon- 
anza. A small portion of 
money collected around 
the Leys in the local 
weekly lottery is retained 
as an estate kitty. At the 
end of the year this money 
is put together and used 
for grant projects. So far, 
these projects have been 
such things as playgroups, 
football teams, scouts and 
guides. Of all the nom- 
inations received this year 
Bonanza Co-ordinator, 
Carol Lambourn, and 
other committee members 
chose Jake as their worthy 
cause. 

Jake has a specific type 
of bone cancer which only 
effects boys between the 
ages of eight and ten and 
he has only been given a 
forty percent chance of 
recovery. He has been very 
brave through the struggle 
with chemotherapy and 
his family have been very 
supportive through all this. 


Jake’s 
mum, 
Lesley 
Spicer, 
stays with 
Jake all the 
time and 
very rarely 
gets a break 
from the 
hospital. 
"The rooms 
are very 
small, but 
tidy," said 
Lesley, 
"but when 
Jake had 24 
visitors at 
one point, 
some of 
them had to 
sit out in 
the 
corridor." 
Jake has 
been incredibly strong and 
upbeat through all his 
treatment and his motto is 
‘treat it and beat it’. He 
has been collecting bits 
and pieces throughout his 
treatment as a record. "I 
like to keep everything 
from wrist bands to 
newspaper clippings in a 
scrap book," he said. 
Though one particular 


Jake, his family and Pathway staff celebrate after the presentation. 


nurse doesn't fare too well 
in all this, "whenever I see 
her she is always giving 
me bad news". 

Jake thanked Carol 
Lambourn and all at 
Pathway for inviting him 
and for the cheque. "I'll be 
putting the giant cheque 
on my wall as a souvenir." 
Before leaving Jake pulled 
the next winning number 


y >l inlets 


for that week's bonanza 
from the box. Everyone 
wished Jake a_ speedy 
recovery and a good 
holiday in Butlins. 
Everyone at Leys News 
would like to wish Jake a 
quick recovery and hope 
they had a great family 
holiday. 


The Blackbird Bonanza recently donated £600 to enable a local 
lad with cancer to go on a family holiday (see above). With more 
members that £600 could have been considerably higher. 


Bonanza is a local lottery - all the money comes from the estate 
and it all goes back into the estate. 
(Approximately 2% is used for admin.) 


Sadly there are still people out there who do not even know we 


exist - 


Are you one of them? - Would you like more 
information? Why not become a member? 


Ring the co-ordinator on 01865-423023 or The Pathway 
Workshop on 01865-714111 to receive more details. 


Pathway Workshop, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7EX (Next To The Spar Shop) 


you do 
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What could 
with £500? 


Blackbird B 


For just £1 a week you can do your bit 
for charity and be in with a chance of 
winning up to £500. 


PATHWAY WORKSHOP 


Reg Charity No 1014416 


Providing paid employment for adults with disabilities 


QUALITY GARDEN PRODUCTS 
FROM SELECTED RECLAIMED TIMBER 


WILDLIFE 


PARK BENCHES 


TRELLIS FENCING 
COMPOST BINS 


TUBS AND TROUGHS i 
Now available 


PICNIC BENCHES 


Mushroom compost 
TRELLIS ARCHES 


@ £1.30 per bag (collected) 
£1.60 per bag (delivered) 
minimum order 10 bags 


45ltr bags 


5% DISCOUNT FOR 


ALL BONANZA MEMBERS 


(on production of a lucky number card) 
Tel: Oxford 714111 
For Brochure and Price List 


Workshop and display open at 
Dunnock Way (off Windale Avenue), Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
Mon-Thur 8.30-5.00 and Fri 8.30-4.00 
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Fruity Fun His summer! 


from the Healthy Living Initiative 


leysnews@hotmail.com 


5 SIMPLE ways fo 
RAISE Your Fitness LeveL 


Look out for the Healthy Living Initiative at the Cowley Road Carnival in June, Play Day in August 
and Leys Fair in September, where we will be giving out free juices from a giant juicing machine to 
everyone who visits our stall! 


Fruit Kebabs BBQ Bananas 
Peel or wash and Choose a large ripe 
banana. With it still in 
its skin, ask an adult to 
place the banana on 
the barbeque and cook 
until the skin goes 
brown and the inside 
is soft and sticky! Then 
peel open the banana 
(taking care if it is still 
hot!) and put in a bowl 
and eat with a spoon! 
To jazz up this recipe 
you could peel the 
banana first and wrap 
it in foil with a sprinkle 
of cinnamon or 
chopped nuts 
and cook in If you can't get hold of any fresh fruit to make these fruity- 
the same way! |icious temptations with, remember that tinned fruit in 
juice, frozen and dried fruits can also count towards your 
5 a day - so go on - experiment! 


itness for sugi 


a 


Grown-ups section! 


If you would like more information about the 5 
a day initiative or healthy eating courses and 
activities in your area, please contact Kate 
Dunsdon at the Healthy Living Initiative (tel 
715577). Our next healthy eating and cooking 
course in partnership with EASOCEC starts in 
the Blackbird Leys kitchen in September 
running for 10 Monday mornings from 9.30 - 
11.30am. And remember that a smoothie 
making activity box is available free of charge 
for hire to community groups in East Oxford, 
Cowley and Blackbird Leys! 


Fruit 


Smoothies 

Peel or wash and 
carefully chop into 
small chunks any fruits 
such as mango, 
pineapple, kiwi, 
strawberries, 
raspberries, grapes, 
bananas etc. Put them 
into a blender or 
liquidiser along with 
any combination of 
yoghurt, milk, or pure 
fruit juice and whizz up 
until smooth! These 
are great to drink ona 
hot day! 


Summer is a great time of year for fresh fruit with lots of Pick Your Own farms 
open and fruits such as raspberries and strawberries readily available in a lot of 
shops. It’s easy to start on your way to eating the five portions of fruit and carefully chop into 
vegetables that we are recommended to eat every day to be healthy. ==) bite-size chunks any 
Why not try out some of the ideas to the right? Remember to ask an adult for fruits such as mango, 
help if you need it! And always ask before using any sharp knives or equipment 


such as a liquidiser. For good hygiene always wash your hands before handling 
food and make sure that any equipment you use is clean! Have fun!! 


Fruit dips 

Empty a carton of 
yoghurt into a bowl 
and place in the 
middle of a plate. 
Arrange a selection of 
fruits such as slices of 
banana or pineapple 
around the bowl. Then 
simply dip the fruits 
into the yoghurt and 


Walk to a bus stop further away. 
Take the stairs instead of the lift. 


(J 

(J 

@ Do some digging in the garden. 
pineapple, kiwi, e 
strawberries, 
raspberries, grapes, (J 
bananas etc. 
Push onto 
wooden 
skewers in any 
order (the more 
colourful the 
better!) and 
enjoy straight 
away. If you 
don't have any 
skewers try using 
cocktail sticks or put 
the chopped fruit into 
a bowl and eat as a 
fruit salad. 


Join an exercise class. 
Arrange to go walking with a friend or 
neighbour. 


Volunteers - We need you!! 
munch away! To save \We are looking for volunteers to help with our 
on washing up you summer programme of activities, 

could keep the yoghurt from face painting to handing out 

in its original potand free juice to signing people up on our 

dip the fruit straight courses plus more! Please give us a 

into it! call to find out more about what we 

are doing and how we can help with 
childcare expenses etc! 


If you know you need to get exercise, how can you start? 

Walking is a surprisingly effective way of improving fitness and preventing 
illness. Oxford Health Walks have been working with various partners to 
produce a free pack of maps, available from GPs. The maps show four 
short walking routes including one in Blackbird Leys. The route includes 
Frys Hill Park, the Nature Reserve and Gillians Park, and you can walk a 
longer or shorter version depending on how you feel. Your GP can give 
you a pack and support your efforts to walk this route regularly and make 
a real difference to your health. Walking little and often is better than the 
occasional hike and it’s a free and safe way of getting fitter. 

For details of the pack and walking locally, please contact Liz Hodgson, 
Health Walks Co-ordinator, tel:01865 252839, mobile 0776 9687359, 
email:|hodgson@oxford.gov.uk, St Aldates Chambers, 109 - 113 St 
Aldates, Oxford OX1 1DF. 


“FIL YoU DROP 


AL Did you know there are 

/ freestyle, disco and streetdance 
classes at the Barn on Tuesday 
from 4-5pm (5-11years), 5-6pm 
(12 years+) £3.30. 


We look forward to hearing from 
you!!! 


Get fit and healthy for 


— summer with these 


| 
| 


tips on looking good 


Hel EALFH h FOR LIFE d 


encouraging regular exercise. Try to eat five portions of fruit and veg 
a day and get a half hour of moderate exercise five times a week. 


r A 
of www.freeimages.co.uk and www.barrysclipart.com 


DoveLe.Points 


Exercise doesn’t just burn up calories. If you exercise regularly 
your whole body begins to work at a higher metabolic rate, so 
that even ordinary activities use more calories overall. 


Did You know’? 
D YOU KNOW! 
Blackbird Leys is one of the most unhealthy estates in Oxfordshire and diabetes and heart diease are the two most common ailments. 


Diabetes - the low down Cholesterol - the facts 


Water Workout 


aS Sy ASY A 
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Exercise in water to Music 
No need to book just TURN UP! 
Tuesday & Friday 12 noon to 1.00pm 
@eo: slice 


EE OXFORD 
CITY 


COUNCIL 


There are two types of diabetes. 
Type | or insulin-dependency 
diabetes, in which little or no insulin 
is produced, affects about 1% of the 
population. It requires life-long 
treatment, constant checking of the 
level of sugar (glucose) in the blood, 
and a regular watch for 
complications. 

Type Il diabetes, often called 
maturity-onset diabetes, is usually 
linked with obesity and can be 
regarded as a condition in which the 
body's cells don't react to insulin. 


Symptoms: In untreated diabetes the 
main symptom is thirst. The main 
signs are the production of excessive 


For more information on diabetes and other ailments visit: www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 


urine and wasting of the muscles, 
sometimes leading to weight loss. 
Diagnosis: Diabetes is diagnosed by 
finding sugar in the urine, and by 
testing the levels of blood sugar at 
different times of day. 


Treatment: Type | diabetes is treated 
with insulin injections and diet and 
exercise control, all monitored by 
frequent checks of the blood sugar 
levels. A small portable instrument is 
used to check blood sugar. 

Type II diabetes can be controlled by 
a combination of weight reduction, 
drugs and, if severe, insulin 
injections. 


The amount of cholesterol in the blood 
can range from 3.6 to 7.8 mmolllitre. A 
level above 6 mmol/litre is regarded as 
high, and is a risk factor for heart dis- 
ease. A good target cholesterol level of 
under 5, but on average men in 
England have a level of 5.5, and 
women a level of 5.6. 

Evidence strongly indicates that 
high cholesterol levels can cause 
narrowing of the arteries, heart attacks 
and strokes. The risk of coronary heart 
disease also rises as blood cholesterol 
levels increase. When other risk 
factors, (such as high blood pressure 
and cigarette smoking), are present, 
this risk increases even more. 


The best way to prevent high blood 
cholesterol is to eat a healthy balanced 
diet low in animal fats. If there is 
a family history of cholesterol 
problems, a blood test is advis- 
able. If the person is very overweight, 
weight loss will also help reduce the 
cholesterol level. Regular exercise can 
help weight loss, and is also beneficial. 

Foods high in unsaturated fats like 
olive oil and oily fish can help reduce 
cholestrol. The traditional 
Mediterranean diet, with its 
emphasis on raw olive oil in many 
foods and low animal-fat content, is 
one of the best there is for the health of 
the heart and blood circulation. 


Did you know you can take beginner's kayaking lessons at Donnington Bridge? 


Taster sessions for up to eight young people (aged 
13-19) cost just £50 and 
take place at the centre 
until August. Or you can 
take a beginner's course 
one night a week for three 
weeks for just £20 for under 18s and £35 for 
others. You don't need any previous canoeing 
experience but you must be able to swim 50m. For more information 
contact the Riverside Centre, Donnington Bridge. Tel 248673 e-mail: 
riverside.oxford@btinternet.com 
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BY Rogert Evans 


In My View is a column based on my thoughts and observations and 
not that of Leys News or any other organisation. | will try to be 


controversial and thought provoking without causing offence and will offer you a bit of humour 


and debate where possible 


The Death of Romance 

It is with sad regret that we 
have seen the last of Carrie 
and the women from Sex 
in the City. Some people 
may argue that Sex in the 
City was just sex, others 
like myself would argue 
that the underlying issue is 
romance and now that 
Carrie and the team are no 
longer able to provide us 
with a vehicle for romance 
the mantle falls to myself, 
at least for this issue. 

Like most men | would 
like to believe that | 
understand romance, but 
clearly this is an individual 
perspective. From the 
earliest time that man gave 
his partner a night out or a 
gift, instead of clubbing 
them over the head and 
pulling them back to his 
cave, we have struggled to 
identify true romance. 

In investigating this 
column | have asked a 
number of young and not 
so young women what 


romance meant to them. 
Some took great delight in 
showing their baby. We 
can clearly see that this is 
the end product of what 
we hoped was a romantic 
liaison but in reality, the art 
of romance, if not already 
dead, is clearly dying. 


So what is romance? In 
my opinion, it is the art of 
doing something selflessly 
for someone who you care 
for which makes them feel 
special, honoured, loved, 
privileged, and respected. 

In the seventies it was 
easy! We had the true 
romantic music of Duran 
Duran and Spandau Ballet 
and the reggae lovers 
Frankie Paul, Gregory 
Isaac, Freddie McGregor, 
Berris Hammond and 
Marcia Griffiths to name a 
few. And as this seductive 
music is danced with your 
partner into the wee small 
hours of the night, not 
forgetting the sparkling 


taste of babycham, this 
gave us a unique platform 
for romance. 

But now what is there? 
Where do we go for 
inspiration? What is 
romance? It seemed only 
right that | use myself as a 
yardstick to understand 
romance, and it comes in 
the following list. | will 
accept any one from the 
following and for those 
true lovers and romantics, 
all of the list. 


Venue: My top five venues 
in reverse order are: 
5.Listening to reggae 
music in the hills above 
Red Hills Road in Jamaica 
as the sound system blares 
away you sit there 
wondering if life could be 
any better. 

4.Strolling along the 
Champs Elysees in Paris. 
3. Sailing along the Venice 
canal. 

2.Playing music in a 
deserted island or venue. 


1.The wall of my back 
garden, probably the most 
romantic place in the 
world, but in this family 
publication, | cannot give 
you any more details!!! 


Atmosphere: Good and 
bad: 

A good restaurant, not a 
café. 

A cinema for a nice film, 
not horror or action film. 
A walk in a park by a 
stream or river, not in an 
overgrown wood. 

A deserted beach, not a 
crowded seaside resort. 
At home with no 
interruptions, and not five 
children and the dog and 
cat! 


Films to give you a guiding 
hand: 

Here to Eternity, where 
Burt Lancaster and Debra 
Kerr lie on the edge of the 
beach with the water 
rippling over their sun- 
kissed bodies. 

Sleepless in Seattle, which 
shows that all good things 
come to all good people 
with a little help from lady 
luck. 

Ghost, which shows true 
romance and not just on 
this plane, but travels 
through time and space. 
Casablanca, although | 
disagree with the idea that 
if you really love her you 


give her up. | for one, 
would say that the only 
time | gave up the one | 
loved in my vain effort to 
make life easier for her, 
was my only true regret. 
When a Man Loves a 
Woman, this film shows 
that true romance is about 
putting up with people, 
even when they have 
major problems. 

And lastly, Brief Encounter, 
which reminds us all that 
romance is always round 
the corner and ready to hit 
us when we least expect it 
and a romantic gesture is 
not always something that 
happens between part- 
ners, it could be something 
that happens between two 
friends. But in the end love 
conquers all. 


The delivery: 
In some ways | have given 
you all the tools for you to 
spend special time with 
your partner. | do not 
intend to tell you how to 
live your life, but | do 
suggest that true romance 
is about listening, hearing, 
being prepared to 
compromise, humour and 
the element of surprise. 
The Friday night or 


Saturday night trip to the 
pub, with a take away on 
the way home, is a start. 
But romance needs to be 
nurtured, as you would 
nurture a child. Hugged as 
you would a long lost 
friend, and loved, as you 
would want someone to 
love you. 

Anyone who can add to 
my top five lists please 
contact me through Leys 
News. 

So finally, what is 
romance? Romance doesn't 
have to happen on a 


special occasion. It is 
about thinking of someone 
else when they least 


expect it, having thought 
for others selflessly. It does 
not have to be a particular 
day of the week, time of 
the year or even their 
birthday for a romantic 
gesture to be meaningful. 
We all have the ability to be 
romantic and the levels of 
romance are in our own 
hands. Next time you feel 
unwanted or uncared for it 
is a chance for you to 
demonstrate your version 
of romance. It only needs 
a small step on the journey 
to love. 


Thought for the issue: 


All that glitters is not gold but precious stones 
come in many colours. 


Well look no further 


The Blackbird Leys CO! Summer Project 2004 


is coming to a street near youl 


Street Art, 
Global Cookery, 


Sports, 


Street Dance, 


Music Tech, 


Video 


lce Skating, Swimming ... and lots lots more 
f | a day 


[J am - 4 pm 
Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 


For more into call Marsha on 


Olaba 712496 or 07932 014234 


Tel: 01865 711756 June 2004) 


65 or over with a physical or 
mental disability? 


by Simon Edmondson at the Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


If you're aged 65 or over 
and have a physical or 
mental disability you 
may be entitled to 
receive the benefit 
‘attendance allowance’ 
(AA). A recent council 
audit of benefit take-up 
in Oxford city has 
shown that there are 
fewer people receiving 
this benefit in the Leys, 
than in other similar 
residential areas of the 
city. This causes us to 
wonder whether some 
people are missing out 
on some money to which 
they may be entitled. 
Attendance allow- 
ance is a benefit 
available to help people 
aged 65 and over with 
the extra care needs 
resulting from a 
physical or mental 
disability. It is a non- 
means tested and non- 
contributory based 
benefit which means 
that you can receive it 
regardless of what your 
income is, how much 
you might have saved or 
the amount of stamps 
you paid in your 
working life. Receiving 
this benefit will not 
cause any money you're 
already getting to be 


Jobs Jobs Jobs Jobs Jobs 


Mature 


reduced, in some cases 
it might increase. 

To qualify for the 
benefit, you must show 
that your condition has 
persisted for six months 
prior to making the 
claim and that it is 
expected to continue for 
at least the following six 
months. 

The payment of the 
benefit has two rates, 
higher and lower. To 
qualify for the lower 
rate, a person must 
require, frequent 
attention during the 
day or prolonged and 
repeated attention 
during the night, or 
need someone to watch 
over them, day or night, 
in order to avoid any 
danger to themselves or 
others. In some 
circumstances people 
on renal dialysis may 
also qualify. 

The important 
thing for people to be 
aware of is that the 
money from this 
benefit is there to 
help you with your 
care needs and that 
you can receive the 
benefit even if you do 
not get any help with 
these needs. Many 


person 


wanted for 
greeting card 


merchandiser 
position 


in high street store 
in Cowley. 


Approx 6 hours per week 
Contact Vicky on 
01484 844804 
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people struggle along, 
putting up with a great 
deal of pain and 
discomfort because they 
can manage and don't 
want to be a bother. 
Well that's fine but 
you're still entitled to 
this money and its only 
right that you claim it. 

So if you are one of 
these people struggling 
along and managing 
why don't you get some 
advice about what you 
might be entitled to. 
Many people can help 
you with this but if you 
have any doubt please 
call us here at the 
centre (770206) for 
details of our drop in 
times. 


Paper round 


Do you have a few hours 
to spare once every two 
months? Could you do 
with some extra cash? 


Leys News is looking for 
distributors in various parts of the Leys. 


Call the office (711756) for more details. 


Nicki Orsborn formerly of Nash's Bakery presents Adam Grisbrooke, aged 
2⁄2, with a box of donuts as his prize for winning a children's colouring 
competition run as part of National Donut Week. 
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For more jobs see page 12 


The Church of the Holy Family (LEP) 


in Blackbird Leys is seeking to appoint a second 


CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER 
(FULL-TIME) 

To work with community organisations 
(including the Credit Union and Leys Linx Centre) 
initially for three years with the intention of 
extending to five years. 


Salary for suitably qualified candidate: £19,000 p.a. 
For further details and forms contact: 
Jim Hewitt, Holy Family Church, 
1 Cuddesdon Way, Oxford, OX4 6JH 
Tel: 01865 718503 
Applications to be returned by: 
Thursday June 17th, 2004 


Jim Hewitt 


Tel 01865 718503 


pine. = 
Information Worker 
The Leys Linx Centre is seeking to appoint 
a Community Information Worker to collect, 
file and display local information in the 
centre, to deal with enquiries from members 
of the public and to help with publicity for the 


Blackbird Leys Credit Union. 

This post would suit a person with 
communication skills and a strong interest 
in local community activity. 


Salary: £16,500 p.a. pro rata 
26 hours per week 


For further details and application forms apply to: 


Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road OX4 6HW 


applications to be returned by 11th June 2004 


Four Weeks In August 


Blackbird Leys 
Community Development Initative 
seeks 


WORKERS FOR AUGUST 
HOLIDAY SCHEME 


likes kids, responsible, 
energetic and with sense of 


humour. 
For further information 


and an application form ring 
01865 395927. 


(11,595 p.a.) 


Rate: £7.00 p/h 
Deadline: 14/06/05 
(Contract will be subject to CRB check- 
ing) 
Registered Charity No: 1048534 
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Up your street vo.: samphire Road 


Where do the street names in Blackbird Leys come from? 


leysnews@hotmail.com 


it likes to grow on sea-ciiffs. 


Samphire is a woody herb with tiny yellow-green flowers that 
grows on rocks on the sea-shore moistened by the salt spray. It 
grows around the coasts of western or southern England and has a 
powerful smell from its aromatic leaves. Traditionally it was used as 
a pickle, or as an ingredient in a salad. Samphire used to be spelt 
Sampere from Saint-Pierre - the fisherman saint, probably because 


With two Bank Holidays 


East & South Oxford 


We provide learning 
opportunities for adults 
in your local community 


Look out for our new 


Courses in: 


e Arts & Crafts 
e GCSE Maths 
èe Computing 

e Swimming 
® 


For more information 
please telephone 
01865 712094 


Fasoce 


Adult & Community Learning Ce 


2004/05 brochure dropping 
through your door in July 


and much more... 


E> OXFORDSHIRE 
es’ 


during the month of May, 
and the free time which 
that offered up, many of 
you may have already 
turned your 
thoughts to 
your gardens 
and to that 
everlasting 
favourite, the 
good old tomato. 
Most people at some 
point, experiment with 
tomatoes, planting them 
in a range of containers 
and planting mediums, 
with various degrees of 
success. I personally saw 
an attempt at growing 
tomatoes in an old 
Wellington boot last year. 
However they are 
grown, there are a 
multitude of pests and 
diseases that attack our 
tomatoes. One of the most 
commonly ask questions 
put to me each year is 
"What's wrong with my 


tomatoes?" 
g In this month's 
Scolumn, I will quickly 


cover some of the common 
nemies of the tomato. In 
oing so, I hope you have 
some queries solved, and 
increased success in 
omato growing. 

Root Rot, is an all too 


ipai 
ao 


Images courtesy of barryscli 
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www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Keeping tomato pests at bay 


common menace if tom- 
atoes have poor drainage. 
The roots develop a cork 


like texture, and the 
leaves wilt during the dry 
summer weather. This is 
easily remedied if you 
grow them with good 
drainage with fresh 
compost each year. 
Greenhouse 

Whitefly is also 
common, and is often 
found on the underside of 
a leaf. Often, a significant 
side effect of an infestation 
is that the fruits become 
very sticky. To cure your 
plants of Whitefly is 
almost impossible, but 
yellow flycatcher cards are 
suitably effective. 

Another tomato prob- 
lem is Magnesium 
Deficiency. This is 
diagnosed when you see 
the leaves turning 
stark yellow with the 
veins remaining 
green. Continuing to 
use a standard feed often 
worsens this condition. 
Using a fertilizer that 
contains Magnesium is a 
good preventative meas- 
ure, but if your plants are 
suffering an attack 
already, a good foliar spray 
of Epsom Salts will most 
certainly help. 


Green Fingers 


Fruit Split is very common 
if watering is inconsistent. 
Keep your plants moist at 
all times, because constant 
variations from dry to wet 
causes the skins to split 
when the tomatoes swell 
too quickly after a dry 
spell. 

Finally, Dry Setting is 
another serious problem 
my clients often suffer. 
This problem is diagnosed 
when young fruit remain 
the size of a small pea. 
This problem is caused by 
conditions being too dry at 
the point of pollination. 
You cannot do anything if 
you already have this 
problem, but it 
can be avoided 
by lightly 
spraying the 

plant with 

water in the 

mornings, 
and evenings. 
Never ever spray 
them at midday though, or 
the sun will scorch the 


plants. 
There are many other 
tomato problems, but 


solving these few initially 
will mean the benefit will 
be yours at harvest time 
when the yields increase. 
Enjoy! 


For big and small gardening jobs, garden furniture restoration and 
pressure washing for paving. Contact: Stuart Mabbutt Ph: 747243 


Happy to help 


become a highly su 


Security Guard 
45 hours per week 


lf you are over 21 and you have previous security experience, this 
is an excellent opportunity to join our dedicated team in a highly 
responsible and rewarding role. 

You will ensure the security of our customers and stock by acting 
as an effective shopfloor deterrent, and identifying and dealing 
with shoplifters. Your responsibilities will also include 
supervising cash moves and carrying out searches and 
surveillance of vulnerable areas of the store, identifying any 
potential problems to the management. 


Stock Merchandisers 
20 hours per week 7am - 11am 
20 hours per week 4pm - 8pm 


An organised person, who combines attention to detail with a 
thorough approach and great customer service skills, by 

maintaining stock displays you will ensure that each product 
section is fully stocked and presentable for each day's trade. 


Wilkinson 


By offering an incredible range of products, the highest standards of service and the lowest possible prices, Wilkinson have 
essful family-owned company that is now the UK's fastest growing independent high street retailer. 
It is due to our success that we now have the following vacancies available within our Cowley store. 


Customer Service Assistants 
25 hours per week flexible working hours 
between 8am - 6pm 


To join our busy customer service team in this key role, we are 
looking for a friendly, positive person who possesses good 
communication skills, who can provide excellent customer service 
Approachable and welcoming, you will make sure our customers 
are given the help they need - from finding them the products they 
are looking for, answering queries and offering advice and 
working on the till. 


In return for your contribution, you can expect a competitive rate 
of pay and benefits package, including staff discount after a 
qualifying period. So if you have the qualities we are looking for, 
you will find every opportunity to develop your career within our 
organisation. We are committed to on-going training and 
development and always look to promote from within. 
Application forms are available from our store at Wilkinson, 

Unit B 1-2 The Square, Templers Square Shopping Centre, 
Cowley 0X4 3XA. 


www. wilko.co.uk 


ALL KINDS OF JOBS FOR ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE 


The Tree 


The Tree is gone. 

Roots lifted by rough hands, 
Bark scattered to the corners, 
Morning buds burst without you. 
| returned to the garden, 
And noted your absence. 
Impressions of brittle stems, 
Those jumbled exquisite knots, 
Now fading onto words, 
Betrayed by indifference, 
But still turn eddies in the mind. 


Julian Dourado 


Tel: 01865 711756 June 2004 13) 


SPARO 


OPEN EVERY DAY 
from /am to 10pm 


All of your needs in 
one store 


So near, S o Spar 


= Ag athe Meas Sor es 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 
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Parish Council News 


The Paris Council News is submitted on behalf of the Parish 
Council by Chairman Brian Lester and does not represent the 
views of Leys News or any other organisation. 


Windale Avenue Bridge 
After many months of 
hard work a new 
footbridge and footpath 
has been installed in 
Windale Ave. This will give 
children and parents a 
much safer route to and 
from the school and the 
rest of the Blackbird Leys 
estate. 

The Chair of the Area 
Committee opened the 
bridge with pomp and 
ceremony but the Parish 
Council were only 
informed at the last 
minute and were unable to 
attend. Now all that is 
needed are bollards to 
prevent vehicles parking 
on the newly seeded grass 
and to protect the path 
access for pedestrians. 

We thank the Area 
Committee for signing the 
cheque enabling the work 
to be carried out but credit 
must go to your Parish 
Council for instigating the 
idea. 

If you have a project 
that you feel is worth 
doing then apply to the 
Area Committee for a 
Capital Project form and 
get it carried forward, 
remember it is your 
money that is available to 
be spent. 


Sandy Lane Petrol Station 
The next project for the 
Parish Council will be the 
cleaning up of the old 
petrol station site in Sandy 
Lane. This area has long 
been left to deteriorate 
and parish and city 
councillors have been 
working to find a solution. 
If the owner doesn't want 
the land then a proper 
cleanup should take place 
at the cost of the owner 
and something useful 
should be done with it. 
Even Compulsory 
Purchase! 


Waterways 

The streams around the 
estate were cleaned out 
last year but unfortunat- 
ely rubbish has been left 
to build up once again. 
The Parish Council 
contacted the streams’ 
owners after the clean up 
in an attempt to get them 
to formulate some sort of 
schedule for maintenance 
but the response has been 
dismal. Only the County 
Council and Housing 
Associations have res- 
ponded responsibly. 

Work has been taking 
place to clear debris from 
Cuddesdon Way Park 
water course after the 
Parish Council pestered 
those responsible. Al- 


though the rubbish has 
been left on the side 'until 
it dries out'. 

The Green Hill area of 
the estate is littered with 
garden refuse, someone 
has even dumped 
shrubbery down the 
embankment next to the 
stream. 

The water courses 
through Gillian’s Park are 
quite clear, although some 
of the banks have litter 
including a bundle of the 
Oxford Journals. It's a pity 
that those paid to deliver 
them didn't. 

All sorts of rubbish is 
beginning to build up in 
Northfield / Littlemore 
streams near the Kassam 
complex again. Please be 
responsible and stop 
chucking things in the 
water. There will come a 
time when there is no 
money left in the pot to 
carry out another clean up 
and then you will have to 
put up with the resulting 
mess. 


Spindleberry Nature Park 
After residents were sent 
letters asking them not to 
dump rubbish, including 
grass cuttings, in the park 
it would appear that some 
are not taking notice. The 


Parish Council ask yet 
again that residents 
respect their community 
surrounding, if not 


perhaps the next move by 
the council will see houses 
being built there. 


Scramble/off road bikes 
are still causing a 
nuisance, we shall be 
pressing the City Council 
to install measures to stop 
this anti-social behaviour. 


A question for the 
younger generation 

What facilities would you 
like to see either in 
Spindleberry Park or Fry's 
Hill? There is money 
available for recreation 
facilities on these sites. 
Voice your opinion before 


it is too late and the 
money is spent on 
something you don't 


want! You are being given 
the option of helping to 
decide what goes there. 

Contact the Parish Council, 
[734346 or editor@- 
blackbirdleys.co.uk], Kate 
Hamilton your youth 
worker [Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre], or 
your City Councillors, 
Stuart Craft [427667] or 
Molly Florey [712620] with 
your ideas. Remember it 
will be too late after the 
work has been carried out. 


See www.blackbirdleys.co.uk for more information. 


Oxford Open Water Festival 


This summer Oxford Open Water Festival will celebrate the waterways of Oxfordshire from 19-26 June. It will 
be an opportunity for residents and visitors to explore the rivers, canals, water sites and buildings and take 
part in a great water celebration. 


The festival will include 
over 50 events by the 
rivers and canals in and 
round Oxford. Between 
Saturday 19th June and 
Saturday 26th June there 
will also be two heritage 
boat journeys travelling 
the two main waterways 
through Oxfordshire. 
There will be launch 
events and twelve over 
night stops. 

Each night the boats 
will stop at a different 
point and be a focus for 
historical re-enactments, 
traditional music 
sessions, performance 
and storytelling. 

The journeys will link 
in Oxford on the evening 
of Friday 25th June and 
lead a boat procession 
on the Isis on the 
afternoon of Saturday 
26th June. Oxpens 
Meadow will host an 
open-air finale event on 
Saturday 26th June, 
Hydrogen Two Oxygen 
(H20), with a brand new 
musical score, 
choreographed visual 
effects, including water 
and light sculptures and 
electronic projections. 

There are oppor- 
tunities for groups and 


individuals to take part by 
building processional 
structures, e.g. sails, 
water creatures, teardrop 
lanterns, origami boats 
and carnival costumes, 
which will form part of 
the finale celebration. 

The OOMEF! team will 
provide the artists and 
materials for a half or full 
day workshop. When the 
artwork is made we will 
help participants to take 
them to one of the river 
or canal side stops, 
where there will be free 
entertainment. 

The imagery will be 
carefully stored on the 
boats and, where 
possible, proudly 
displayed during the rest 
of their journey, ready for 
the finale performance at 
Oxpens Meadow. On 
Friday 25th/Saturday 26th 
the boats will process to 
Oxford's city centre and 
people will also parade 
with their imagery along 
the river/canal walk. We 
hope that those who are 
old enough will take part 
in the finale event at 
Oxpens Meadow, with a 
daytime rehearsal and 
evening spectacle. 

We would also like to 


be involved in a 

high profile and 

J memorable project 

| which will give 

‘| them the deeper 

4 understanding of 

Af the history, heritage 
| and environment of 

the waterways of 

Oxfordshire. 

To find out 
where your nearest 
visual design 
workshop is 
happening 
contact:Sue Evans, 
Oxford Open Water 
Festival, 


Part of the 3D imagery being 
created by artists and 
community groups for the 
‘Hydrogen Two Oxygen' show 
on 26th June on Oxpens 


hear from groups who 
are interested in 
performing by the 
river/canal to share 
cultural rituals and 
celebrate the waterways 
heritage. We are 
interested in music, 
dance, storytelling etc. 
with a water theme. 

This festival will 
provide opportunities for 
large numbers of 
individuals and groups to 


An experimental sailing boat umbrella to be used as part a choreographed 
‘umbrella boat' sequence within this year's show. 


Community Co- 
ordinator, 

Tel: 07799411994 
Email: 
she-is@tiscali.co.uk 
or Rosemary 
Richards, 

Festival Director, 

Tel: 01865 204042 

Email: RosemaryRichards 
@supanet.com 

If you'd like to get 
involved you can join the 
workshops run by 
professional artists on the 
following dates: 

Sunday 6th June, 
Fusion art space, East 
Oxford Community 
Centre, Princes Street. 
1pm-5pm 

Saturday 12th June, 
St Clement's Family 
Centre, Cross Street. 
1pm-5pm 

Sunday 13th June 
Cowley Road Carnival 
Making Area, Manzil Way. 
1pm-7pm 

Saturday 16th June 
Christchurch Boathouses, 
entrance via Christchurch 
Meadow. 1-5pm 


Competition Corner 


This is a detail from a photo printed somewhere in 
this issue Leys News. 

Find the original photo (remember it could be much 
larger or smaller and in colour or black and white) and 
tell us what page number it is on to be in with a 
chance to win a £10 cash prize. 


AA 


à P 
> < 


J 


Send your answer, address and phone no. to Leys 
News by June 25th to be in with a chance to win. 


And the winner 1s.... 


Congratulations to Caroline Mwangi, Blackbird 
Leys Road, who won free Ozone cinema tickets 
in last month’s wordsearch competition. 


Congrations also to our poetry competition 
winners: Debbie Hawker, Fiona Quinlivan, 
Julian Dourado, Melroy Fernandes and 


Dorothy Gibson. 


Wise Words 


“If the world should blow itself up, the 


last audible voice would be that of an 
expert saying it can’t be done.” 


Peter Ustinov (1921 - 2004) 


Tel: 01865 711756 


Useful local numbers 


Abandoned vehicles. If on 
public land call: 252942 
Asian Women's helpline: 
0800 0526077 

Bulk rubbish collection: 
725912 

Dialability: Disability helpline: 
763600. 

Dog nuisance: call the dog 
warden on 252914. Out of 
hours 240924. 
Fridges/freezers: 

free collection 252936 
Garden refuse: green waste 
sacks 50p each. Call 725912. 
Better still compost your own. 
Junk mail: to stop receiving 
unsolicited mail write to 
FREEPOST 22, London W1E. 
Free service. 

Noise pollution: 252556 
Pavement hazards: 

(eg uneven surfaces) 747390 
Pest control: 252384 
Pollution in streams and 
rivers: 0800 807060 

Street lighting: to report 
faulty lights call freephone 
0800 317802 

Syringe collection: 249811 
Trading standards: 815000 
Traveller management 
services: 01993 814079 


Accan (African-Caribbean 
Community Action Network) 
phone: 467050 

Agnes Smith Advice Centre: 


Leys Community Church: 
714153 

Leys Community 
Development Initiative: 
395927 

Leys Linx office:396392 
Leys Linx centre: 402070 
Leys Youth Programme: 
07966 455069 

Oasis drop in centre for 
women who have experienced 
mental health problems. Open 
Mondays 5-9 and Fridays 11-3 
off Cowley Road. 721472 
Oxford Community 
Mediation: 776789 


| education 
Able Adult basic skills centre: 
776334 


Community Education 
(East and South Oxford) 

Tel: 712094 

Oxford & Cherwell College, 
Leys campus: 245871 
Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme (OWTS) Building 
skills for women course. 
741317 


| spe 
Afya: Women's sports and 
fitness: 396392 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre: 467020 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool: 467040 
Peers Sports Centre: 
467095 


770206 

Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground: 747704 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre: bookings 435954; 
centre manager 401098 


Doctors surgery: 778244 


Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre: 778244 


Health visitors: 715689 


Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union: 773098 

Blackbird Leys Library: 
770403 

Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council: 734346 
www.blackbirdleys.co.uk 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre: 772886 

CMS Bar, 

Community Centre: 777162 
First Blackbird Leys 
Brownies: 770959 

First Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides: 396553 


Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre: 773263 
Dovecote Under 8's: 712299 


Homestart (home visiting 
scheme for under 5's) 779991 


The PEEP Centre (Peers 
Early Education Partnership): 
395145 


Shepherds Hill Pre-School: 
779504 


housing 


Blackbird Leys Local 
Services Shop: 3 Cuddesdon 
Way, Mon - Thurs 9-5pm, 

Fri 9-4.30pm. Tel: 467222 


Blackbird Leys Tenants’ and 
Residents’ Association 


Contact via 467222. 


Cherwell Housing Trust 
Customer Services: 260555 
Ealing Family Housing 
Association: Elaine Partridge 
and Rhiannon Jones, 

Phone: 712244, Fax: 712121. 
Farmhouse opening times: 
Mon to Fri 9-1pm, & 2-5pm, 
except Fri 2-4pm. 

Leys Residents Association. 
Contact via The Clockhouse, 
Tel: 712244 


Northcote Housing 
Association: 712244 


Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association: All calls through 
customer services: 773000. 
Farmhouse office: Mark 
Kimber, Elizabeth Naluwooza, 
Aida Tomolso. Open as per 
Ealing Family (above). 
Oxford Housing Rights:free 
and confidential advice, 

11 New Road, 

Mon, Wed and Fri 10-5pm, 
Tue and Thurs 10-1pm. 

Tel: 247853 


999 - In an emergency or if 
you see a crime being or 
about to be committed. 
Community beat officer: 
Constable Philip Morris, 

Tel: 0845 8 505 505 
morris.philip@thamesval- 
ley.pnn.police.uk 

Sector Sergeant: PS 
Granville Williams 
granville.williams@thames- 
valley.pnn.police.uk 
Community Beat Office For 
non urgent matters, advice 
and information, Tel 335138 
Police Customer Services: 
To report incidents that do not 
need police attendance call 
266333 

Oxford Control Room: To 
report crime that requires the 
police: 266000 

Cowley Police Station: 
749909 


Family Protection Unit: 
335200 


Crimestoppers: 
freephone: 0800 555111 


| fire | 


Fire Service, (Oxfordshire) 
helpline: 719900 


Your elected representatives 
at the time of going to press. 


City Council and European elections on 
June 10th. Don’t forget to vote! 


Member of Parliament for Oxford 


East: 


Andrew Smith - Labour 
4 Flaxfield Rd, 

Oxford, OX4 6QD 
phone: 772893 


Third Friday each month rolling surgery 
around the constituency. Please call for 


precise times and locations. 


City councillors for Northfield 


City councillors for 


Blackbird Leys ward: 


Clir Val Smith* - Labour 
4 Flaxfield Rd, 
Oxford, OX4 6QD 


phone: 772893, 
mobile: 07767 446051 
Clir Pat Stannard* - Labour 


31 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 


Brook ward: 


Clir Molly Florey* - Labour 
122 Sandy Lane, 

Oxford, OX4 6AS 

phone: 712620 


Clir Stuart Craft - Independent Working 


Class Association 
mobile: 07733 274324 
email:stuart@bliwca.fsnet.co.uk 


Surgeries held at the Clockhouse, 


Wednesdays, 6.30-8.30pm 


phone: 777433 


County councillor for Blackbird 


Leys: 


Clir Barbara Gatehouse 


- Labour 


33 Salford Rd, 


Oxford, OX3 ORY 


phone: 240424 


*Val Smith, Pat Stannard and Molly Flore 


hold surgeries at the Leisure Centre on 


Saturdays from 11 - 12 noon. To find out 
who will be there please ring them on the 
numbers above. 


June 2004 


What’s on weekly 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church Mass, every 
Sunday 9.30am & 6pm 


Self Defence, 6-9pm 
Tuesday at the Barn 


Age Concern resource desk 
at the Clockhouse. Regular 
computer sessions for the 
over 50’s. Information on 
717614 


The Barn Youth Club 
Internet Club Mondays 
4-6pm at the Barn. 


Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground After School 
Club Monday to Friday 
3-5.15pm 


Family Nurturing Network 
The Clockhouse, Tues 
9-1.30pm, 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at 
the Holy Family Church. 
Girls 10-15 years. Info on 
455970. 


Holy Family Church 
Sunday service 10am with 
lively children’s church. 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx 
Community Centre, 2nd & 
Ath Monday of month 
9.30am-12.30pm 


Weight Watchers 7-8pm 
Thursday at the Barn 


The Barn Youth Club 
Wednesday 7-9pm at the 
Barn 


Home Start New Babies 
Club Dovecote Friday 
Brownies Thursday 10.30-1 2noon 
6-7.30pm Holy Family 
Church Hall (for 7 to 11 
age group) 

Carer and toddler group 
Friday 1-3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Junior Edge Project 
4.30 - 6pm Tuesday and 
Thursday, BBL Community 
Centre (Supporting black 
and mixed heritage 
children) 


Karate Kids Tuesday 6- 
7pm and Thursday 
5.45-6.45pm at the Barn 


Peep groups 

Mondays: 9.45-10.45 Holy 
Family Church Hall; 
Tuesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
11.15-12.15 Blackbird 
Leys Health Centre, 1.30- 
2.30 The Dovecote; 
Wednesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
12-1 (during Screw Loose 
Young Parents Group) 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre; Thursdays: 10.00- 
11.00 Holy Family Church 
Hall, 10.00-11.00 Clock 
House, 1.30-2.30 The 
Dovecote; Saturdays: 
10.00-12.00 Cuddesdon 
Corner. 

For more information call 


395145. 


Dovecote After School 
Club Monday to Thursday 
3.15-4.45pm 


Dovecote Saturday Club 
(children aged 5-1 2) 
10am-1pm. 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 
the Leisure Centre. 


Leys Youth Football Club 
Fridays 5-6pm for 8-12 
year-old boys, 7-8pm for 
8-16 year-old girls both at 
the Leisure Centre and 8- 
9pm for 13-16 year old 
boys at Peers Sports 
Centre. 


Dance Classes at the Barn 
Tues 4-5pm (5-11 years) 
5-6pm (12 years+) 
Freestyle, disco and street- 


dance. £3.30. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed 1-4.30pm. Drop in 
7.30-9.30pm 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


PX 


OXFORD 
: CITY 
e ditches and streams Eni tai 


e dog wardens 

e parks and countryside 
management 

e public toilets 

e street cleaning 

e street naming 


e abandoned vehicles 

e allotments 

ecar parks 

e cemeteries 

ecommunity centres 

e decisions on planning 
applications 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 2522409 for further information 


Monday 7th June 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


Rose Hill 
Community Centre 
The Oval 


Monday 2nd August 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Monday 5th July 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Cardinal House 
Cardinal Close 
Off Newman Road 


Blackbird Leys 
venue to be confirmed 
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New kit for Leys’ 
Blackbirds 


S 
P ” 


í A 
The Oxford Blackbirds Under Nines team in their new kit with Assistant Manager Steve Ware, Manager Clive 
Pratley and Matalan Manager Kim MacKenzie-Orr. 


After a year of hard fundraising including a shaved head for manager Clive Pratley, raffles and part-sponsorship by 
Matalan, the Oxford Blackbirds received a new kit in May. The kit got its first outing at the Spring Festival on the 
May Bank Holiday weekend in Bognor Regis where the U8’s, U9’s, U10’s and U11’s played strongly in a very 
competitive tournament. The U11s team made it as far as the semi-final game before getting knocked out. On May 
22nd the U9’s won straight games making it to, and winning, the final at the Oxford Irish Festival. Overall the 
teams are performing well and are in the top half of the league tables. Three players have been chosen to play for 
the county and one for Southampton. 


Church News 


CHURCH OF THE. 


HOLY FAMILY 
Sundays 

10.00 am, service with 
communion and 
children's work 

Note: June 6th, Patronal 
Festival with baptisms 
June 27th, Confirmations 
Tuesdays 

9.00am morning prayers 
Wednesdays 

1.15pm prayers (20 mins) 
for organisations in the 
Leys community 

7.30 pm, fellowship 
group 

You are welcome. 


SACRED HEART 
CHURCH 


The month of June sees 
the great feast day of 
Corpus Christi, Thursday 
10th June, the day which 
we especially give thanks 
for the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus. 
Mass on this day will be 
at 8.30am and 7.30pm. 
The parish's patronal 
festival is the next week, 
the feast of the sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Mass on 
this day will be at 
8.30am. The parish First 
Holy Communion 
Sunday is on June 27th 


at 11am. The usual 
9.30am Mass will also 
take place on this 
Sunday. The parish 
Confirmation is on Friday 
9th July at 7.30pm. 


LEYS COMMUNITY 


CHURCH 
The Leys Community 
Church meets on a 
Sunday afternoon at the 
Leisure Centre in 
Blackbird Leys. Meetings 
are relaxed and informal 
and include special 
activities for children. 
The church also 
organises Alpha Courses 
for anyone interested. 
You may have seen the 
Alpha course adverts on 
the back of buses. It's a 
introduction to 
Christianity - participants 
listen to a short talk then 
discuss it and are left to 
make their own conclu- 
sions and form their own 
Opinion. Internationally, 
over five million people 
have had a go at the 
course which continues 
to grow in popularity. If 
you'd like any more 
information please feel 
free to phone Richard 
and Kate on (01865) 
714153. 


E. 60+ (FREE) 
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50+ &Therapy 


TEL : 01865 467040 


THE TIMETABLE WILL CHANGE DURI 
AND MAYBE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION 


Toddler Splash 


Water Workout 


Women Only (over 17s only) 
Water Workout 
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